MUMUKSUTVA OR THE DESIRE FOR SALVATION l5

the second stage which is essentially an attitude of sick-
mindedness. A higher stage is reached when the outer life is
a drift and the inner life a void emptied of all value. The
sick-minded type with its life-weariness is therefore a negative
state without any pronounced longing for release and redemp-
tion. The idea of mumuksufw is generated by a positive
desire for freedom from the round of births and deaths, each
causing the other and both implicating the ego in endless
misery. Freedom implies not only freedom from bondage,
but freedom in the direction of eternal life. In the final
state of mumuksi^tva release presupposes a positive over-
belief in a 'not-ourselves that makes for righteousness/(a
More that communes with us/ a higher Self that ensouls
all beings. The centre gradually shifts from the little noisy
(I? to the Over-Soul that ensouls it. The trend of life is now
from self-assertion to self-effacement in God.

Religious life thus becomes identified with the love of
God. The truth now dawns on the mumuksu that separa-
tion and finitude are at the root of all sorrow. It takes the
form of a feeling of incompleteness heightened by the con-
sciousness of sin and ignorance driving irresistibly towards a
vague but none the less attainable end. It is a period of
stress and storm, an intense struggle of our being to give birth
to a new life-form, a new feeling of love to God. Love seeks
what it has not and therefore requires to be filled. It delights
in self-forgetfulness and comes to fruition and fulfilment in
the unconditional surrender to God. The thirst for life is
now transfigured into a spiritual yearning for life in God.
The ' I' is swallowed up in the ' Thou '. There is a complete
abandonment of self-responsibility. The devotee forsaking
all earthly things pours out his love in the following experi-
ences ; " Not I, but Thou, Oh Lord, Thy will be done. Do